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Then comes in very skilfully a complaint that
the Mercians have been exporting to France cloaks
of inadequate length.

c' But, as you have intimated your desire as to
the length, of the stones, our people make demand
about the length of cloaks^ that you will order
them to be made to the pattern of those which in
former times used to come to us.

*f Further, we make known to your love that we
have forwarded to each of the episcopal sees in
your kingdom, and that of king ^3Bthelred [of
Northumbrian again no mention of Wessex], a gift
from our collection of dalmatics and palls, in alms
for the lord apostolic Adrian l, our father, your
loving friend, praying you to order intercession for
his soul, not in doubt that his blessed soul is at
rest, but to show faith and love towards a friend
to us most dear. So the blessed Augustine has
taught that pious intercessions of the church should
be made for all, asserting that to intercede for a
good man is profitable to him that intercedes/'
That is a remarkble way of putting it.

ee From the treasure of secular things which the
Lord Jesus of gratuitous pity has granted to us,
we have sent something to each of the metropolitan
cities. To thy love, for joy and giving of thanks
to Almighty God, we have sent a Hunnish belt and

decorated to the fullest extent of royal munificence with
gold and jewels; a church of most beautiful workmanship
was there erected, and a society of monks assembled." The
black stones may have been wanted for pavements.

1 Pope Hadrian I. He died December 27, 795, having
held the Papacy for twenty-three years, with great dis-
tinctiony at a most important time in its history.